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is doubtless the castle between Nisibis and Daras which
Justinian ordered to be built in the first year of his reign.
It was not auspiciously founded, for Kobad's army descended
upon the builders before the work was completed, and the
Romans were crushingly defeated, leaving most of their
commanders * on the field. The future course of the war
was, however, more favourably influenced by the fact that
a certain junior general, of the name of Belisarius, escaped.
Another three hours of slow progress, and we find our-
selves approaching another township. The first indication
of its neighbourhood is the apparition of a cobble-paved
causeway, which gradually consolidates itself out of the
dust of the desert, and holds its course steadily onward in
a straight undeviating line. Probably it too is Roman, and
if *so the Romans were the last people who troubled to
repair it; for it is so appallingly bumpy, and so frequently
intersected by irrigation ditches, that the vehicles tactfully
ignore it and keep to the unpaved ground. It leads us at
length to a village which is somewhat larger than Dara,
but which lacks all Dara's evidences of bygone wealth and
grandeur. This place boasts a khan and a market, and is
the seat of a local governor. But if it has not fallen so low
as its neighbour, it has fallen infinitely farther: for this
wretched hamlet is Nisibis, once the impregnable fortress
which marked the furthest limit of the power of Imperial
Rome.
Nisibis was won for Rome by the conquering arm of
Lucullus. It was known then as Antioch in Mygdonia,
because its fertile fields and shady groves irresistibly re-
minded the Graecian colonists of their lovely Antioch of
Daphne, What a satire on Plutarch's explanation are
the grim wastes which now environ it, and the barren
hummocks of drift sand which have covered its ruins like
a shroud 1 The Romans fortified the city with a triple
rampart and a deep moat, and esteemed it (as it often
proved itself) the principal bulwark of the east. They
maintained a strong garrison in it; and the inhabitants,
* Justinian, it may be noted, had equipped this army with such a
plethora of commanders that their defeat can hardly cause surprise.